
 

 

 

Listening Guide 

Episode 1- The Alchemist 

1. It’s been translated into ________ languages and there are over _____________ million 

copies of his work sold.  

2. The Alchemist has been on the ____  ___ ___________ best seller list for over 400 weeks. 

3. It was first published and pulled by his first publisher after only printing ________ copies. 

4. He took a real personal _________________ in making sure these books got translated 

properly in all these languages. 

5. He decided to make his book free, so he sets up a website called __________ _________. 

6. Coelho means ________________, by the way. 

7. He’s emitting a lot of the ____________________ understanding of his home country. 

8. The _________________________ who colonized Brazil had a very different mindset 

than the English in North America. 

9. The Portuguese did neither; when they came to _______________ they had all these 

men that were unattached; they were looking for gold. 

10. The Portuguese came over with Catholicism, but when they got here the 

______________________ were practicing a different religion. 

11. You also see an ________________________that really comes from the Brazilian people. 

12. He was born in 1947 in Rio de Janeiro in a __________ _________________ family. 

13. His mother really wanted him to be an _________________________. 

14. It was a military dictatorship and it remained a ____________ _________________ all 

the way through his life until 1985. 

15. They actually had him committed to a psychiatric _______________________. 

16. He ran away _____________________, and they finally discharged him. 

17. All of a sudden, Paulo Coelho actually becomes _________________. 

18. He got himself arrested by the secret _______________, and then he had to have torture.   

19. Dachau is a ____________________________camp. 

20. Jay tells him to go back to his ______________________ faith.   

21. He takes that pilgrimage; it’s a famous ______________________ between France and 

Spain to Santiago de Campostela. 



 

 

 

22. The story is set in Andalusia, _____________________. 

23. What makes it unique is that it’s been the epicenter of _________________ major 

cultural historical periods.   

24. After about 700 years of _________________ rule; in 1492 Queen Isabella brings it 

under Catholic rule.   

25. You can go to Seville and see the 2000 year old __________________; right in the 

middle of the city; it’s still there.   

26. The Andalusia area is just across the Mediterranean from the north coast of 

___________________.  

27. There is importance in valuing _____________________ you should take care of yourself 

like you matter in the world. 

28. In the first ______________ of the whole story says this: “The boy’s name was Santiago.” 

29. Santiago is ______________________ for Saint James.  

30. Following the voice is the __________________that he’s going to talk about and develop.   

31. We see a picture of a church that has been __________________________. 

32. The sacristy is the room where the _______________________prepares the service that 

he’s going to offer to God. 

33. These are the _____________ that are governing the world, and they are going to go on.   

34. He has all these sheep that he’s ______________________ for. He takes care of them.  

Responsibility is another important idea in the story. 

35. He is a shepherd that can ______________________; that juxtaposition right there that 

is unusual. 

36. The dreams are IN you.  They’re in everybody, and it’s up to you to 

__________________________ to those dreams.  

37. This is an allegory; every single thing in the whole book is an ______________________.  

38. They are content to just eat, drink and do ________________ else.  

 

 

 

 



 

 

 


