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Listening Guide- The Crucible-Arthur Miller- Episode 4

“My Name! The Disintegration and Reintegration of John Proctor!”

Miller’s personal love story was

Unlike Proctor’s love story, Miller’s finally found a ending.

Marilyn wasn’t the first Mrs. Miller; his first was to a woman named

Mary Slattery, and that marriage lasted years.

When Marilyn Monroe and Arthur Miller met, Miller was the more of the
two.

She had married Joe DiMaggio first, the professional American player
in 1954.

She and Miller wrote to each other for about years; eventually their
relationship developed into an affair.

At the same time he’s in Nevada trying to get and married to

Marilyn Monroe, he gets his subpoena to go before the House of Un-American Activities.

Monroe made the decision to publicly support through his mess, but it

wasn’t without personal and professional risk.

Not long after this, Marilyn Monroe finds a of Miller’s supposedly
where he was writing a script.

During their marriage she had miscarriages and several other problems.
On August 5, 1962, the next year, she of a drug overdose, and Miller
did attend her funeral.

Miller got it right the third time; his marriage worked well.

His daughter Rebecca produced the , The Crucible, and married

Daniel Day-Louis who happens to star as John Proctor in that production.

“I think the feeling is invoked in us when we are in the presence of a

character who 1s ready to lay down his life, if need be, to secure one thing- his sense of

b3l

personal

3

There’s another Christian word for sin, and that word is

He’s transgressed 1n his responsibility to his , to his community, to himself.
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According to Tituba, the Devil is nicer there because it’s not so

He doesn’t seem to express any of conscious for any harm he’s done to anybody.

That very night someone left a dagger at his door; people are

The real power brokers are the

He’s recognized that what he has done is ; in Act 4 we see Hale in the jail.

Cognitive psychologists tell us that the human doesn’t just perceive the

world; our brain creates a story.

Sometimes we continue to something well beyond when it’s been discredited.
He would have to own a terrible of unprecedented proportions.
Miller finds what they did absolutely indefensible; he talks about how and

how calculating the Putnam’s were.

“There are people dedicated to in the world.”

It’s the motivations that are interesting to observe as we see these men

very differently.

Danforth decides to rather than change.

He views himself as an adulterer; that was his ; that 1s his sin.

Proctor loves and respects his

Proctor didn’t make a mistake; he made a

When Elizabeth lies for him, something she had done in her whole life,
he knows that’s on him too.

Proctor asks Elizabeth to him. Her reply has two parts.

She’s letting it all go, and she’s giving him really to do the same.
Those words can deliver for him in a way that maybe nothing else could have.
“It’s hard to give a lie to . I would have your forgiveness, Elizabeth.”
“Whatever you will do, it is a man does it.”

So Elizabeth gives him a sense of dignity and pride and there’s healing in this love; she

also gives him

“Because it is my ; because I cannot have another in my life...”

Proctor dies with his self-respect. He his life, but humanity won.




